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RON HASKINS, an expert on preschool, 
foster care, and poverty, is a former 
White House and congressional advisor 
on welfare issues, and co-directs the 
Brookings Center on Children and Families 
and its Budgeting for National Priorities 
Project. He is also a senior consultant at the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

Prior to joining Brookings and Casey, he 
spent 14 years on the sta� of the House 
Ways and Means Human Resources 
Subcommittee, �rst as welfare counsel 
to the Republican sta�, then as the 
subcommittee’s sta� director. From 
1981-1985, he was a senior researcher at 
the Frank Porter Graham Child Develop-
ment Center at the University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill. He also taught and 
lectured on history and education at 
UNC, Charlotte and developmental 
psychology at Duke University. 

Dr. Haskins was instrumental in the 1996 overhaul of national welfare policy. His areas of 
expertise include welfare reform, child care, child support enforcement, family composi-
tion and marriage, and child protection. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in History, a 
Master’s in Education, and a Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology, from UNC, Chapel Hill. 
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